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CERTIFICATE OF ORCANIZATION AND ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION

ECOLOGY CROSSROADS COOPERATIVE FOUNDATION. INC.

The Articles of Incorporation of the undersigned, zll being of full legal age, and ail being citizens or legal residents of
the Linited States, do, voluntarily, under and by virtue of the laws cf the United States of America, hereby associate themselves
with the desire and intention to form a non-profit charitable memberskhip organization in the benefit and interest of the public.

The Undersigned, inordertoforma non-profit corperation for the purposes hereinaftar stated, do so, under and pursuant
tothe provisions and outline of the Model Nonprofit Corporation Act (ABA), the Noni-Profit Corporation Laws andevised s\alutes
(KRS Chapter 273) of the State of Kentucky; other applicabie laws of the State and the laws of the Unﬂed*Stateg‘bf Amemﬁg and
further do hereby make and adopt the following Ceriificate of Organization and Articles of lnrorpotahon We Incor;&;r:ators

do hereby certily as follows: va o oq-n
ARTICLE | S S

RS

The name of the corporation is the Ecology Crossroads Cooperative Foundation, ins. herea?fer movﬁf’hs lhet‘ oF-
poration”. The Corporation shallcommence business with the filing of these articies and frorn thereon be p,eqietual »ﬁg& existehce.

ARTICLE 1! 247791

The initial registered office and the initial principal office of the Corporation in the State of Kentucky is located at 2972
Mount McKinley Way, Lexingten, Fayetie County, 40515. The regular maiiing address of the Corporation is Post Office Box
12395, Lexington, Kentucky 40583-2385. The name of the Corporation’s registered resident agent on whori: process may be
served atsuch addressesisthat of the Acting Secretary of Records, atthe time of this Incorporationthat persons’ nameis S. Andrea

Wright.
ARTICLE 1}

The Corporation is a non-profit cooperative and public membership association crganized and created exciusively for
educational, environmental, literary, agricultural, cultural, scientific and charitable purposes, including, for such purposes, the
making of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code,

or corespanding section of any future federat tax code.

The purposes for which the Corporation is formed, and the business and the objects to be carried on and promoted by
it, are as follows:

A) To educate the general public regarding environmentally sensitive matters in need of attention, with special
attention on local, national, and global ecological knowledge and understanding.

8) To provide and disseminate factuai literature, resources, and information free of cl:arge and/or at fiitle cost in an
efiort to educate and inform the pubtic regarding natural resource canservation, to foster that which is environmentally sound for
the earth, and to promote ecologically sustainable values and social responsibility among the general population.

C) To introduce sustainable development technigues, environmentally safe prodiicts and green technologias to
developing and underdeveloped areas cf the world; including private property, public property, farms, communities, couniies,
states, federations and/or countries.

D) To extend the specific educational programs refated to our purposes of universities and colleges to areas where
wniversities do not exist through various modern technologies such as satelfite and computer communications as well as future

"‘ngies as they are developed and become available.

° £) To establish and/or assist othiers in the establishment of easements and land trusis that favor the preseivation
and natural ecology of indigenous environmental habitats for their use and corntinued existence as such, with special attention
on stewardship land trust establishment, reforestation, wildlife management, ecoicgical restoration, habitat enhancement and

land preservation in general.
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F) To stimulate and exterd the appreciation of native flora and fauna of the Americas with speacia! attention on
keystone, rare, endangered and threatened species and their environments.

G) To demonstrate, identify, research, promote, cultivate, champion, advocate, provide proiotype and exthibit
ecologically sustainabie community development both in theory and practice, and to provide homes and develop community life
within these establishments for the benefit of the public.

H) To sponsor, establish, organize, promecte and operate social, cultural, scientific, charitable and educational
activities which are beneficial to this organization, the public interest and the members of the organization.

] To provide, distribute, manufacture and/or demonstrate on a non-profit basis natural, organic and cther related
products, foods and services free and/or at a low-cost to the members of the organization and general public.

J) To establish and promote environmentally and scologicaily sustainable intentional communities, membership
housing cooperatives, and low-cost rural housing and housing programs with emphasis on agricuitural reliance, self-sufficiency,
natural resource conservation and land stewardship.

K) To construct, develop, operate, maintain, occupy, control and improve and tc buy, take, purchase, exchange,
own, sell, convey, assign, lease or sublease and hold uniimitedly or otherwise alienate or dispose i, within and without the State
of Kentucky and elsewhere, to mortgage or otherwise encumber and otherwise to handle and to deal in r2al estate, real property
or iand either improved or unimproved, and any interest rights therein incident to the provision of such aforementioned rural

community or low cost housing program developed.

L) To borrow or raise moneys for any of the purposes of this corporation and fromtime to time issue warrants, bonds,
debentures, notes or other evidences of indebtedness, secured or unsecured, of this corporation for moneys so borrowed, in
furtherance of any or alil of the objects of the Corporation’s business; to secure the same by mortgage, deed of trust, pledge or
other lien upon any or all of the property rights, privileges or franchises of this corporation wheresoever situaied, acquired or to
be acquired, and to pledge, sell, or otherwise dispose of any or all of such borids, debentures, notes and cther obligations of this

corporation for its corporate purposes.

M) To build, erect, construct, purchase, lease, or otherwise acquire, own, provide, establish, maintain, hokl and
operate homes, schools, child nurseries, factories, laboratories, warehousss, agencies, depots, buildings, structures, offices,
works, stores, plants, commissaries, and all other things of whatsoever kind and nature, suitable, nacessary, useful, convenient
or advisable in connection with any or all of the objects hereinbefors or hereinafter set forth.

N) To employ, engage, hire and to appoint corporations, firms and individuals in any and all parts of the world to act
as agants for this corporation in such capacity and o such conditions as may be determined from time to time by the Board of
Trustees (directors). with the approval of the Regular Members. The procedure necessary to cbtain the approval of the

membership shall be provided in the by-faws.

0) To enterinto, make, perform and carry out contracts of every sort and kind wwhich may be necessary or corivenient
for the purposes of this corporation with any person, firm, association, corporation private, public or municipal, body poiitic, any
State, ferritory or municipality of the United States or any foreign government, colony or bedy politic, or with the United States of
America, any political, administrative or governmental subdivision therein, or any corporation formed within or by or supervised
by the laws of the United States of America, or by any foreign government, colony or body pelitic as allowed.

P) 7o seek, apply for, obtain or cause to be obtained, assistance in the form of volunteer work, in-kind contributions,
bequests, gifts, grants, other contributions, lvans, donations, awards and property of any' nature or kind without limitation as to
its amount or value from individuais, private foundations, non-profit organizations, corpciations and governmenis and to hold,
invest, reinvest, manage, use, option, donate or otherwise dispose of such property or irs;ome, principai and proceeds of such
in order to accomplish any of the purposes set forth herein.

Q) To enter into any kind of activity, engage itself in any business enterprisia(s) whatsoever which this corporation
may deem proper ar cornvenient in zonnection with any of the foregoing purpcses or otherwise, or which may be calculated directly
orindirectly to promote the interests of this corporation, or to enhance the value of its prope:ty or business, to have and o exercise
all of the powers conferred by the laws of the United States of America upon corporations formed under the laws pursuant to and
under which this corporation is formed, as such iaws are now in effect or may at any tims: hereafter be amended to the accom-

plishmant of the non-profit purposes of the cerporation.
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R) To establish if ever necessary an ecumenical missionary church, and in connection therewith suitable and
customary organizations, for the purpose of remote public worship and religious moral enlightenment, according to the rules and
discipline of non-denominational churches under the supe:vision of those who attend to take charge of the affairs of the church.

S) The funds of the corporation and/or benefits of membeiship of the corporation shall not be restricied in use toany
people or be discriminate on the basis of race, faith, religion, color, lite-style, ancestry, national origin, political party, sex, marital
status, belief, creed, physical or mental handicap. Funds and benefits shall always be administered onan open nondiscriminatory

and irterdenominational basis.

T To operate snd conduct the corporation’s activities within the applicable guidelines, principles and ethics of 'The
International Biil of Human Rights', ‘The Rio Declaration on Environment and Development’ as weli as ‘Agenda 21: Programme
of Action for Sustainable Development', all of which are documents of the United Nations and any future revisions and/or

amendments of these docurmeriis.

U) To provide missicnary relief, education, assistance, humanitarian aid and guidance to neighbors in need without
reserve to the organization through cooperative means on an open free nor-discriminatory, non-secular, ectectic and ecumenical

basis.

V) To solicit, receive, invest, administer anc distribute funds for the above purposes, and for no other purposes.

ARTICLE {V

No part of the eamings of this Corporation shall ever inure to the particular benefit of, orbe distributable to any Member,
Trustee, Officer ot individual having a personal or private interest in the activitios of this Corporation, except that the Carporation
shall be autherized and empowered to pay reasonable compensationfor servicesrendsred and to make payments, reinbursements
and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in Article fil hereof. No substantial part of the activities of the Corporation
shali be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the Corporation shall not participate
in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political caimpaign on behalf of or in the opposition
to any candidate for any public office. Said Corporatior: shall not be authorized to accept gifts or contributions for other than the
purposes hereinbefore stated. As a means of accomplishing the foregoing purposes, said Corporation shail have the power to
do any and ali such acts as are nacessary or conducive to the attainment of any of the objects and purposes sei forth herein, to
the same extent and as fully as any natura! person might or could do; provided, however, that notwithstanding any provision of
these articles or any provisions of applicable state or federal law. Notwithstanding any other provision of these articles, the
Corporation shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by a corporation exempt from federal income
tax under section 501 {c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal fax cods, or {bybya
corporation, contributions to which are deductible under section 170 of the Internal Revenue Code or any future federal tax code.

The Corporation shall be subject to the following restrictions:

A) The Corporation shall distribute ii's income fer each taxable year at such time and in such manner as not
to become subject to the tax or: undistributed income imposed by section 4942 of the Internal Revenue Code or coiresponding
provisions of any subsequent federal tax laws.

B) The Corporation shall not engage in any act of self-dealing as defined in section 4941 {(d} of the Internal
Revenue Code or corresponding provisions of any subsequent federal tax law.

C) The Corporation shall not retain any excess business holdings as defined in section 4943 (c} of the
intetnal Revenua Code or corresponding provisions of any subsequent federal tax law.

D) The Corporation shall not make any investments in such manner as to subject it totax under section 4944
of the intemal Revenue Code or corresponding provisions of any subsequent federal tax law.

E) The Corporation shali not make any {axable expenditures as defined in section 4945 (d) of the Internal
Revenue Code or corresponding provisions of any subsequent federal tax law.

3o0f5




. ARTICLEV

The Corporation shali be a membership cooperative association and individual membership crganization and shall have
noauthority to issue any capital stock. The members shallhave noright, title or interest whatsosverinthe corporation, inits income,
property, assets nor shall any member soley or collectively have right or claim to any legai portion of interest. The specific
conditions cf membership and the voting powers of the members shall be set forth in the By-Laws of the Corporatior.

ARTICLE V!

The business and affairs of the Corporation, and the control and disposition ot its property and funds, sha!l be managed
by or underthe directicn of the Board of Trustees of the Corporation. Thequalification, tenure, nuimber, election, selection, powers,
and duties of the Board of Trustees shali be provided in the By-Laws of the Corporation. No officer, trustee, member or employee
of the Corporation shall receive any pacuniary profit from the operations thereof, except reasonable compensation for services

actually rendered on behalf of the Corporation.

A Trusiee of the Corporation or an Officer of the Corporation shall not be personally liable to the Corporation orits members
for monetary damages for breach of fiduciary duty as a Trustee or Officer, except that of liability (i) for any breach of the Trustee's
or Officer’'s duty of loyalty to the Corporation or it's members, {ii) for acts or omissions not in good faith or which involve intentional
misconduct, {iii) under any section of the laws pertaining to non-profit coorations, or {iv) for any transaction from which the
Trustee or Officer derivad any improper personal bensfit. If the Laws of the State are amended after the filing of these Articles
of Incorporation of which this article is a part to authorize corporate action fusther eliminating or fimiting the personal liability of
Trustees or Officers, then the liability of a Trustee or Offic.2r of the Corporation shail be eliminated, enhanced or limited to the fuiiest
accordance by such Laws as pertaining to non-profit carporations, as so amended.

Any repeal or modification of ihe foregoing paragraph by the members of the Corporation shall not adversely affect any
right or protection of a Trustee or Officer of the Corporation at the time of such repeal or modification.

ARTICLE VI

The incorporators of the Corporation of whom are also the initial Board of Trustees of the Corporation, shall serve as
Trustees until the first annual meeting of the members of the Corporation or until their successors are eiected and quality,
whichaver occurs first. Their names and addresses are as follows:

Ryan Finneran « 1236 Gainesway Drive, Lexington, Kentucky 40517
Manxine E. Rose-Lenett » 14344 Encanto Drive, Victorville, California 92392
Salvatore Perice » 132 Wagonwheel Court, Marlton, New Jersey 08053
Calvin D. Williams « 11 Cemetary Lane, Belize City, Belize, Central America
David J. Wright « 2972 Mount McKinley Way, Lexington, Kentucky 40515

S. Andrea Wright 2972 Mount McKinley Way, Lexington, Kentucky 40515

ARTICLE Viil

Each Initial Trustee / Incorporator named has consented to their appointiment through mutual association and the filing
of thesa Articlas of Incorporation. The number of Trustees may be increased or decreased fre: time to time in accordance with
the By-Laws, but shall never be less than three. The Regular Members shall elect the Trustees every year on a five year rotational
basis. The By-Laws may provide for ex officio and honarary Trustees, and their rights and privilages.

ARTICLE IX

This Ccrporation has been founded, chartered and organized iniiially by its incorporators whom for as long as this
Corporation remains in existence will be known as its Founders. This article shall not be changed, altered, amended, deleted or
otherwise modified, unless done unanimously by said Founders. Henceforth each founder shali be known and may use within
their affiliation of the organization the titie of Co-Founder as long as they remain involved with the organization.

ARTICLE X

The Officers of the Corporation shall consist of a President, Vice-Presidant, Secretary, Treasurer and such other Officers,
Assisiant Officers, Commiittee Chairpersons, and Honorary Officers as may be provided in the By-Laws. Each Officer shall be
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* glected by the Board of Trustees (and may be removed by the Board of Trustees) at such time and in such manner as may be
prescribed by the By-Laws.

ARTICLE XI

In the event of liquidations, dissolution, or winding up of this Corporaticn. whether voluntary, invoiuntary, or by operation
of law, except as otherwise provided by law, the Board of Trusteas and Officers of this Corporation shail have the powerto dispose
of the total assets of the Corporation in such manner as they, in the exescise of any absolute and uncontrolled discretion, may
by a maijority vote determine; provided, however, that such disposition shall; be calculated tc carry out the objects and purposas
for which the Corporation ic formed and only such cbjects and purposes; provided fuither, that the recipients of such disposition
shall be limited exciusively to the Federal Government, a State or local government, or te any organization which, at ihe iime of
disposition, is qualified exempt from tax under section 501(c)(3) of the intermal Ravenue Code of 1986, or the comresponding

provision of any subsequent United States interna! Revenue Law.

ARTICLE Xl

The By-Laws of the Corporation are to be made and adopted by the Board of Trustees, and may be aitered, amerded
or rescinded by the Board of Trustees.

ARTICLE Xiil

This Corporation reserves the right tc amend, alter, change, or repeai any provision contained in these Articles of
Incorporaticn or any amendment to them, and all rights and privilages conferred upon the Members, Trustees and Oificers are
’ subject fe this reservation, unless otherwise noted, in the manner now or hereafter prescribed by statute. Alithe rights conferred
| herein are granted subject to this reservation; provided, however, that no amendmeni shall authorize the Board of Trusteas or
’ it's Officers to conduct the affairs of the Corporation in any manner for any purpose which would cause it te lose its tax-exempt
, status under the provisions of the applicable Iniernal Revenue Codes, or the corresponding provisions 'of any future federal tax
|
|
|
|
|

laws, as amended.

ARTICLE X1V

This Corporation shall begin to and continue to conduct its activities as a non-profit charitable entity as defined by section
501{c)(3) the internal Revenue Service Code. The Corporation will further carry on its practices to apply o be recognized as a
publically supported organization and in due process become classified as either a 509(a)(1) or 503(a}(2) organization within one
year of such quaslification expectation. The organization will immsadiately apply for an internal Revenue Service (E.i.N.)
Employer's Identification Number on the same day of this incorporation, this number will be used as the ornanization's tax
identification number and as appropriate tax exemption number during the corporation's interim preémptive non-profit status.

ARTICLE XV

The Corporation shall hereforth proceed with its authority to organize and conduct business underthe statues cited herein,
applicabie laws that may apply or come to apply to the operation of the corporation, including for such puposes laws of the 'ands
it may eventually operate within.

In the hard of authorized representative Incorporators and Founders, this Certificate of Organization and Anticles of
Incorporation hath been finally filed with the Secretary of State of Kentucky in person at the State's Capitol in Frankfort on the
twelfth day of April, in the nineteen hundred and ninaty fourth year of the cormnmeon era.

o . - ' <—
~.,,"f, ",.’/;z./-' Vi /{ . < 4 s s (lW\Q.- I\Q) . RDQQ ‘g\ﬂﬂ\mﬂt

i 7

3. Andrea Wright /

Clren Mo COOFERATION ( ; ;M‘f/g /‘WQ}\

Calvin D. Williams Rev. Daﬂl Wright

Maxine E. Rcse-Lennet
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